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Environmental Justice is Racial Justice. 

Equitable development: 
General Iron’s impact on environmentally 
overburdened on Chicago’s Southeast side
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Equitable Development:
SE Side- Environmentally Overburdened

Chicago’s southeast side

 Home to generations of steel workers- residents who 
built downtown Chicago.

 The area is already environmentally overburdened. 

 The 10th ward has 8 landfills, many of them toxic.

 A number of current and proposed projects are toxic 
& impact the health of nearby residents (e.g. General 
Iron & Confined Disposal Facility (CDF)).
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Environmentally Overburdened

Chicago’s southeast side has 3 of the top 5 air polluting companies:

#1: Finkl Steel- #1 air polluter in Cook County- relocated to the 

SE side, after being displaced by the Lincoln Yards development. 
Also, a southside house caught on fire, after an explosion at Finkl. 

-CBS2, 04-17-19

https://chicago.cbslocal.com/2019/04/17/explosion-house-fire-finkl-steel-burnside/

#2 Arcelormittal (Riverdale)

#4 Ford Motor Company

Source: Pagdanganan, Mikee. "Hazardous Air Pollutants, Cook County 2018." DePaul 
University Steans Center, Geography Department. (Nov. 26, 2019) Pg. 2

https://chicago.cbslocal.com/2019/04/17/explosion-house-fire-finkl-steel-burnside/
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Equitable Development:
SE Side- Health Impacts

 The southeast side is already environmentally 
overburdened, exposed to numerous contaminants, 
and have high cancer and asthma rates.

 Air pollution, environmental burdens, & cancer and 
asthma rates as well as divestment are concentrated 
in African American and Latino communities.
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Lincoln Yards

Hendricks, Kasey; Amanda E Lewis, Ivan Arenas, & Deana G. Lewis, “A Tale of Three Cities: The State of Racial Justice in 

Chicago Report." University of Illinois: Institute for Research on Race and Public Policy. (May 19, 2017) , p. 23
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Equitable Development:
SE Side- Health Impacts

Pollution and Covid-19

 The same southeast side communities that are 
environmentally overburdened, are the same 
communities more negatively impacted by Covid-19. 

 Companies, like RMG, who pollute our air, land, and 
water, make the population less able to fight 
and survive when health challenges come 
up, like Covid-19, which disproportionately affect 
people with pre-existing conditions (like asthma,
cancer, heart disease).



Lincoln Yards

General Iron



Lincoln Yards,
60614

General Iron, 
60617



Lincoln Yards, 
60614

General Iron, 
60617



General Iron

 Lincoln Park residents have been complaining for 
years about the environmental impacts of General 
Iron, esp. air & noise pollution. 

 The company has had a number of EPA violations. 

 It would greatly increase truck traffic and significantly increase 
air pollutant emissions from diesel trucks.

 From 200 trucks to 1400 trucks a week on local roads.

 Both companies (RMG & General Iron) had fatalities 
last 2 years, raising questions on worker safety 
conditions. 

Equitable Development:
SE Side- Environmentally Overburdened



Summary

 We are tired of being the dumping ground for the 
City. 

 We are fighting environmental racism.

 (See previous maps for disparities, along racial/ethnic lines).

 We urge the City of Chicago to deny the RMG
Recycling Permit.


